ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

cated by our best-meaning citizens are at times
ill advised,

Members of legislatures say that advocates
of social reform are often unwise in the specific
plans which they advocate, even though the
end which they desire is good. Some years
ago a number of well-meaning citizens went to
Albany to urge upon the legislature the de-
sirability of securing uniformity in the keeping
of municipal accounts. The suggestion met
with the approval of a number of the most in-
telligent and public-spirited members of the
legislature. The advocates of the reform had
suggested the establishment of a State Munici-
pal Board, perhaps a non-salaried Board, with
a salaried secretary, whose business it should
be to see that cities kept their accounts in the
way prescribed by law or by the commission.
The members of the legislature thought that,
under some circumstances, the plan would be
admirable, but they said that no law providing
for such a commission would pass the legis-
lature. The legislature disliked commissions;
and yet the same result might be obtained in a
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